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Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 36, No. 6, November 2008 in different countries, relating their practices can be confusing as some sections are based on regional or country differences.
Included at the end of each chapter are multiple choice questions which give the reader good revision. An extremely useful addition is an online registration code to give the purchaser over 500 multiple questions online. The majority of these are different from the text questions and you can choose either review questions with explanations to the answers, or a NCLEX style test which gives a percentage score of correct and incorrect answers. Even better, once registered, the entire text is available online (with access to computers, this saves having to carry around a volume of over 1000 pages).
As with any text, it is extremely difficult to encompass every aspect of a subject. Surprisingly, many areas of anaesthesia advances have been omitted (with apologies by the authors in the preface). These include, but are not limited to, depth of anaesthesia monitors (BIS, Entropy, AEP), ultrasound machines and related physics, invasive pressure measurements, non-invasive cardiac output monitors, fluid warmers, patient warmers, infusion pumps, point-of-care blood gas analysis and TEG.
This text would be a useful addition to any departmental library as an aid to either refresh or expand knowledge, or as a start on the path to Understanding Anesthesia Equipment. As an aside, in the preface Dorsch and Dorsch say that, after 37 years, this will be the last edition they will personally write. They encourage others to take up where they have left off and state that... "While it entails a tremendous amount of work, the rewards are priceless".
R. FRonsko Adelaide, South Australia It is an excellent overview of the subject, with chapters on airway management in trauma, burns, paediatrics and obstetrics and the approach to the patient with a difficult airway. The many diagrams in the book are excellent, being simple and clear and enhancing the text.
The book succeeds admirably in presenting the essentials of airway management in a concise, clear and easily readable style. By necessity, in such a small book it presents a somewhat dogmatic approach to airway management, however its stated audience is junior trainees and its approach is consistent with safe practice in Australia and New Zealand.
I am unaware of any other published concise texts on airway management directed at junior trainees that so clearly outlines this subject. I would highly recommend this book to junior anaesthetic trainees to be read early in their training. 
